Objectives: To explore i) the nature and extent to which work oriented placements at an international level offer opportunities to experience actual and contemporary practice and ii) gain new insights into the complexities of applying concepts acquired in virtual learning situations and to determine the extent to which assessment of learning outcomes focuses on elements of: acquisition of abilities, requirements for professional competence and confidence, the honing of skills sets.
bAcKGrOUND
Work Integrated Learning (WIL), 'in context' (locally and within national or international contexts) is meant to extend the university acquired knowledge and build the capacities required to engage in and be an effective professional practitioner (Billett, 2011) . It is a form of academic 'service learning' offered through a formal academic curriculum that is rooted in the discipline in which the course is offered. The learning activities are organized through a set of practice-based learning events through which students directly address identified learning needs but may also provide a service to the community and determine other learning needs which arise from their exposure to actual practice. The real context of practice offers structured opportunities for students to connect their service activities to the course curriculum through novel situations arising from the dynamic environment in which professionals work. Billett (2011) developed the 'Guidelines for practice: integrating practice-based experiences' based around six participating universities' experiences of teaching courses that included practice-based components. He clearly noted that simply providing clinical experiences for students does not guarantee the kinds of learning required to secure smooth transitions to practice and the development of effective and critically-orientated professional practitioners.
LItErAtUrE rEVIEW
He emphasised that students as active learners need to be engaged, prepared and extended in order for them to be able to integrate those experiences across practice and higher education settings and to engage in professional practice with critical and reflexive mindsets. However, the current practice and extent of short-term study abroad ■ Projects relevant to student support including; 1) institutional strategies to develop English language skills among international students, 2) important factors that particularly influence quality of learning for international students, 3) student preferences in support and reference materials in arts programs, and 4) resources suitable to the learning needs of Chinese and refugee students entering a world of studentcentred, independent, and critical learning.
■ Projects relevant to translational learning and teaching; 1) identifying the challenges of consistency in assessment in 'on and offshore' locations in accounting, 2) developing a framework to address curriculum, pedagogy and welfare issues in offshore programs , and 3) developing a toolkit for use in assessment moderation.
Another project which was funded more recently by OLT in 2013 is 'Internationalisation at home: Enhancing intercultural capacities of business and Health teachers, students and curricula' was conducted by Mak et al. (2013) .
The focus of this project was on capacity-building through institutional and national presentations and showcases, online dissemination of intercultural curriculum resources, and scholarly reports of the impact of curriculum changes on student outcomes. This is the only project funded by the OLT which included the health disciplines (nursing, pharmacology and psychology).
Another gap identified in the current literature is that 'student mobility' which is one of the five key areas relevant to developing global perspectives. Of the 13 studies funded by the OLT, 'Bringing the learning home: Programs to enhance study abroad outcomes in Australian universities' (Gothard, Gowney, & Gray, 2012) is the only project that is directly relevant to the project proposed and that has its focus on outbound students. Although their project aimed to facilitate a sector-wide improvement in approaches to the study abroad experience, the focus of their project centres on 1) developing teaching resources to support academic staff in internationalisation of higher education curricula, and 2) learning and teaching materials for Australian students which can be adapted for presentation on all Australian campuses. The fundamental questions of what ensures a successful international clinical placement and how we assess students of the outcomes remain unanswered. Given the financial costs and efforts involved in short term mobility programs at individual, universities and government levels, finding the answers to these questions is warranted.
AIMS
The aims of Jeong' s (2014) 
rESULtS
Students undertaking this extra-curricular activity were nevertheless using their own undergraduate studies as their learning platform. Appraisal of their curriculum model which focuses on transformative learning (Mezirow, 1978 , King, 2002 This is about the students acquiring 'Knowledge for action' . In the acquisition of discipline specific knowledge (content) needed to be processed and the 'results in action' tested for appropriateness to that discipline in actual practice. Students needed to have the opportunity to develop general principles of managing practice; which are portable across contexts. There was a need to assess whether or not they were able to integrate concepts that have learned to those that they see in the real world of practice in other contexts and cultures.
These desirable learning outcomes outlined above are consistent with Practice-based learning representative (2014) found that students had undergone profound learning on a two weeks study tour of Northern Thailand. However, these WIL experiences would be better conceptualized within a learning framework and be part of the formal curriculum.
Given that a well constructed learning event is essential for students to be able to integrate those international experiences into practice, the absence of a framework and guidelines to design and implement educationally sound learning event through short-term abroad programs imposed a great challenge for students, academics and the people with whom they were working. The students also encountered great challenges when they were confronted with poverty, language barriers, and feelings of not being able to help enough. There needs to be careful management of these responses as part of their reflection on the experience.
DIScUSSION
Careful application of the elements of WIL which are best developed in workplaces because this offers the best opportunity to experience actual and contemporary practice; those practices reflective of what professionals actually do. These can be local, more remote from the home institution or even in countries foreign to the students' prior experience. WIL centres on student learning about an occupation and the variations within different contexts and practice settings in which professional and vocational groups work. Professional experience placements provide the opportunity for students to observe and participate in practice and reflect on the effectiveness of the professional's practice. They can assess their own ability to make and reflect on the soundness of clinical judgments based on assessments and reassessments, to collaborate with others from within their own discipline or with others, to provide meaningful feedback to colleagues about performance, and to establish and maintain professional relationships.
Clinical experiences acclimatise students to the real world of practice and its culture, providing preparation for the reality of practice which is dynamic and replete with novel situations and opportunities to bring these new insights back to test conceptual frameworks and theories informing practice.
Nevertheless the benefits of overseas education experiences to students are well documented (Malicki & Potts, 2013) However the project allowed for a comprehensive approach to ensuring that international clinical placements not only enhance students' learning experience in overseas countries but also enhance culturally appropriate professional behaviours in their home country. Language barriers can be a problem for some students; this was the case for business students on a tour of China despite careful pre-trip preparation (Hutchings, Jackson, & McEllister, 2002) This project centred on one international initiative which has the potential to address the aspirations for 'student mobility' related to experience across cultures, one of the Australian Government's priorities. Given the political and financial commitment by the Australian government, anecdotal evidence suggests that more and more universities are adopting 'study abroad' programs.
The project explored the potential for expanding on an important issue in higher education, that of 'developing global perspectives' by university students as a pathway to employability in Australia and worldwide. This is an avenue for sustainable people-to-people and institutional relationships with national and international partners.
While various forms of volunteering opportunities are also available to students, this project focussed specifically on identifying the current practice and extent of 'shortterm study abroad' programs for nursing students to establish fundamental information for all universities and to improve students' learning experiences and educators' teaching experiences. Educational principles will however need to be identified and translated into the WorkIntegrated Learning (WIL) in order to enhance learning and to produce a good practice guide.
Additional research needs to be undertaken. The use of a strategic approach is necessary to encompass four levels (principles, policies, guidelines, and procedures) by involving all stakeholders (students, educators, and organisations offering study abroad programs) to capture the full picture of short-term international clinical placement for nursing and health professional disciplines.
There is a need to deliver to Australian universities, national guidelines that are transferable to a range of disciplines to assist students and educators to effectively 
